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set upon the new material, devour and digest
it, and the freshness which they bring to bear
upon the knowledge of three thousand years,
finding new and unexpected facets, is heartening
to those who, after post-war experiences, had
almost despaired of the future of civilisation.
Andre Gide speaks of the arrogance of this
younger generation. He tells how he was asked
SatrogaS? whether there was an underground railway in
Paris too; how they would not believe that
Russian films might be shown in France also;
how they declared superciliously that it was
superfluous now to spend time on foreign lan-
guages, since they had nothing more to learn
from abroad. When one considers that Union
newspapers are always making comparisons
between foreign underground railways and
those of Moscow, and always congratulating
themselves on the success of Soviet films, in
France in particular, one is forced to conclude
that Andre Gide has chanced upon exception-
ally impudent and stupid young people. In any
case, such questions were never put to me3
although I had innumerable conversations
with young Soviets; and I was, moreover,
pleasantly surprised to find how many of these